


What do you consider Is the
most iImportant thing we or
anyone can do Iin their
relationship with God?













One of the teachers of the law
came and heard them
debating. Noticing that Jesus
had given them a good
answer, he asked him, "Of all
the commandments, which Is
the most important?”



"The most important one,"
answered Jesus, "Is this:
'Hear, O Israel: The Lord our
God, the Lord is one.

Love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind
and with all your strength.’



The second Is this: 'Love
your neighbor as yourself.’
There IS no commandment
greater than these."



"Well said, teacher," the man replied.
"You are right in saying that God Is
one and there is no other but him.

To love him with all your heart, with all
your understanding and with all your
strength, and to love your neighbor as
yourself Is more important than all
burnt offerings and sacrifices."

Mark 12:28-33 TNIV






Live In me. Make your home In
me Jjust as | do In you. In the
same way that a branch can't
bear grapes by itself but only
by being joined to the vine,
you can't bear fruit unless you
are joined with me.



| am the Vine,
you are the branches.



When you're joined with me
and | with you, the relation
Intimate and organic, the
harvest Is sure to be
abundant. Separated, you
can't produce a thing.

John 15:4-5
The Message






But | am like an olive tree
flourishing In the house of
God; | trust In God's unfailing
love for ever and ever.

Psalms 52:8 TNIV



For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16 TNIV



But God demonstrates his
own love for us In this:
While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.

Romans 5:8 TNIV



For | am convinced that neither death
nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future,

nor any powers, neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our

Lord.
Romans 8:38-39 TNIV



Getting comfortable doing
things "just because" Is
dangerous.



"The multitude of your
sacrifices; what are they to
me?" says the Lord. "l have
more than enough of burnt
offerings, of rams and the fat
of fattened animals; | have no
pleasure In the blood of bulls
and lambs and goats.



When you come to appear before me,
who has asked this of you, this
trampling of my courts?

Stop bringing meaningless offerings!
Your incense Is detestable to me. New
Moons, Sabbaths and convocations —
| cannot bear your evil assemblies.



Your New Moon feasts and
your appointed festivals | hate
with all my being. They have
become a burden to me; | am
weary of bearing them.



When you spread out your
hands in prayer, | will hide
my eyes from you; even If
you offer many prayers, | will

not listen. Your hands are full
of blood;



Wash and make yourselves
clean. Take your evil deeds
out of my sight! Stop doing
wrong, learn to do right!
Seek justice, encourage the
oppressed. Defend the
cause of the fatherless,
plead the case of the widow.



"Come now, let us reason
together,” says the LORD.
"Though your sins are like
scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow; though they
are red as crimson, they

shall be like wool.
Isaiah 1:11-18 TNIV
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